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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent terni adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 02 March 2007 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1:33 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim{s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KI Claim(s) 1:33 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The indicated allowability of claims 2 - 4, 19 - 21 and 25 - 31 is withdrawn in 
view of the newly discovered reference(s) to Chakravarty et al. (US 2003/01 19413). 
Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(aj the invention was l^nown or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 - 26 and 29 - 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) and (e) as being 
anticipated by Chakravarty et al. (US 2003/01 1 941 3). 

With reference to claims 1-3, Chakravarty et al. (hereinafter "Chakravarty") 
discloses an absorbent structure, comprising: a central longitudinal region; two distal 
longitudinal regions located along opposite sides of the central longitudinal region; and 
an absorbent material at least partially stabilized with a binder material and located in 
the central longitudinal region and in each of the two distal longitudinal regions, wherein 
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the absorbent material is more stabilized in the central longitudinal region than in either 
of the two distal longitudinal regions wherein the central longitudinal region contains a 
higher concentration of bond points than in either of the two distal longitudinal regions 
as set forth on page 5, [0049]. The examiner contends that the central longitudinal 
region is considered to be more stabilized and including a higher concentration of bond 
points because the central longitudinal region is greater than either of the two distal 
longitudinal regions as shown in figure 2. 

As to claims 4 - 5, 21 - 22 and 28, see page 9, [0095 - 0096]. 

VVith reference to claims 6-7, see page 9, [0094]. 

Regarding claim 8, see page 9, [0095]. 

As to claim 9, see page 9, [0090]. 

With reference to claim 10, see page 14, [0144]. 

With respect to claims 11-12, see page 6, [0057] and page 7, [0069]. 

As to claim 1 3, see page 1 , [0006]. 

As to claims 14 - 15, see page 5, [0051 - 0053]. 

Regarding claims 16, 23 and 31 , see page 4, [0046]. 

As to claim 17, see page 9, [0095]. 

As to claims 18-20 and 32 - 33, see the rejection of claim 1 . The outer cover 
and liner are taught on page 3, 0034]. 

Regarding claim 24, see page 3, [0031]. 

With reference to claims 25 and 29, se the rejection of claim 1 . 

As to claims 26 and 30, see page 6, [0056]. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, If the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chakravarty et al. (US 2003/01 1 941 3). 

Chakravarty also discloses an absorbent structure that is thicker in the central 
longitudinal region than in the two distal longitudinal regions as set forth in figure 2. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to activate the binder 
material in the central longitudinal region longer than the binder material in the two distal 
longitudinal regions because a thicker absorbent structure would require longer 
activation than a thinner structure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michele Kidwell whose telephone number is 
571-272-4935. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tatyana Zaiukaeva can be reached on 571-272-1 115. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiatlon Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Michele Kidwell 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3761 



